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West Line: looking forward to rural

We are walking across the Bamboo sea in Chisui, up North in Guizhou province. It is May 2012. It took us seven
hours to get there from Guiyang,snaking our way along the old road, which is (at that time) about to be exchanged for
a brand new highway. We step on a pathway designed by West Line and we have the feeling of wandering a virginal
environment, as if there was no human intervention at all, as if the project was part of the nature. That is the power
of their architecture, an architecture that aims for rooting in the place, the history and, above all, the people and the
local culture. An architecture made of local materials, using renewed ancient techniques, but not for that a bit less
contemporary.

For a second | remember the interesting night-walk around Seville, our motherland in Spain, long ago, the first time
West Line and Baum met. That day we all discussed about buildings and architecture untill very late. That day our
friendship began and we established the strong links between our offices that still last.

In a hyper-accelerated China, looking back to rural is a manifesto itself. Pardon me, | just said “looking back”, but what
they actually do is “looking forward to rural”, maybe the only way of sustainable development.

West Line has the rare ability of the “transversal thinking” and that means that they develop long-term concepts through
many diverse projects, recovering the “calm reflection” architecture needs, overcoming endemic Chinese uncertainty,
construction problems or crazy deadlines to erect a coherent architectural speech, contemporarily nested on tradition.

This interview gave us the chance of talking deeper into their most interesting projects.

June 2013, Marta Barrera, Javier Caro, Miguel Gentil.
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