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once upon a time

in Guizhou Province =M

China #1




Guizhou
Province




South West China

Sichuan

Yunnan



once upon a time

in Chetian village ZE B+




a village with more than 400 years of history,
famous for its ‘stone houses’
built with local materials
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a village inhabited by Miao B ethnic minority
one of the oldest minority groups in China
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once upon a time

in Chetian village ZEH ¢

a stone ...




a stone with a very unique blue shade,
commonly called ‘blue stone’




a stone with a very unique blue shade,
commonly called ‘blue stone’

who comes from sedimentary rocks and
Is mainly composed by limestone and dolomite




a stone with a very unique blue shade,
commonly called ‘blue stone’

who comes from sedimentary rocks and
Is mainly composed by limestone and dolomite

is the protagonist of our story...
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head of the village




and the whole project
has been supported by
government investments
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During the three years of
uction three village heads
succeed one another
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a stone

with its characteristic BLUE



a stone

wich takes also yellowish shades

thank to its limestone components
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construction techniques got lost

during the passing of years




Furthermore, every village head and
his team had a different approach
and different techniques themselves




starting from material’s extraction
from the village’s pit, to the cutting
until the final posing
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the result is
a not homogeneous skin
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where differences and mistakes
deliberately tell all the different
stories behind the construction
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cultural center
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each and every stone

reflects the thee-years life of the village, its internal
problems together with the team spirit




each and every stone

shows the trials and the mistakes, which deliberately
become an active part of the architecture

l-‘_:*.'l.‘-‘ "i'a!i\‘\-.,

-
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Main Exhibition Hall

Courtyard

Traditional Handicraft

Corridor

5
6
7
8

Courtyard

Toilet

Courtyard
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each and every stone

keeps the memory of its construction process and
of the different hands of those who had shaped it
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North West elevation




South West elevation
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each and every stone

measures the time and marks
a specific passage of the construction process




s
AHEREANY

o




ground floor first floor

\ U M M M U & 0 0 * ® =
| 18 18
‘ [ ] w \\ﬂ> ] ] \\ﬂj
h I
I 6 5 4 13 14 15 16 17
ﬁi‘:1 = = = I = = N — = = N == I = = I ——
\ | \

Hﬁ% —— aﬁﬁ i |
A - S T = T — N = N =
8 Z
2
I u

1 Lobby 13-17  Exhibition Rooms
2 Main Exhibition Hall 18  Corridor
3 Staircase to Second Floor 19  Exit

4-6  Traditional Handicraft 20  Outdoor Staircase
7  Relax Area
8  Corridor
9 Tollet

10-12  Courtyard @



i







ST B 43

q N
By

LV S

each and every stone

looks like almost being wrapped in
by the new layer of cement mortar



each and every stone

generates a conflict being entrapped into a new
layer, which allows to fully express its personality
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each and every stone

takes on sociological significance in the process of
understanding the life and culture of South-West
China stone villages
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square

0 10m  20m % O



=







The square outside the cultural center,
Is often used as a stage for local Miao dance
and drama performances
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GDA2018-29815
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Chetian Cultural Center
by West-line studio

building area: 715 sgm
landscape area: 2357 sgm

project year: 2015




Chetian Cultural Center
by West-line studio
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